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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 



PHILJP DORMER STANHOPE, 



EARL OF CHESTERFIELD^ 



ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S 



PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE. 




THE author of this poem had devoted 
it, in his own thoughts, an offering of 
efteem to your Lordfhip, feveral years 
before he was determined to vaak^ it public. 
And now, my Lord, if a private man may be 
pardoned for faying, what he JPeel^ the higheft 
fatisfa6Hon in being ablie to fey with truth, he 
takes, this opportunity of owning, that no 
change in your Lordihip's fituation fince has 

A pro- 
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produced any alteration in his fentiments ; or 
left a writer, who wifhes only to do himfelf 
honor by the choice of his patron, mt liberty 
to think of another. 

Tho you gave leave for this addrefs, af- 
ter having perufed part of the following 
(heets in manuicript, yet he dares not avail 
himfelf of that diftindbion, however agreeably 

fldtteriftg, to bdpeak liis reader^ favovfr. He 
knows, my Lord, that the befl Judges of 
writing fbmetimes grant to perfbnal kindnefs, 
or the well-meaning vanity of poets, that in- 
dulgence which (hould be conferred on real 
merit alone. But, whatever may be the cha- 
Ifader, or the £ite, of diis performance, the 
igniter's views ^e not confined to himfelf or 

- • 

tt. 

If 'we may judge, by daily and diiagreea- 
ble proofs, it fliould feem that we are relapfing 
&ft into barbarifm, either from a failure, or 
a > fhange mifapplication, of genius. The po- 
liter arts, my -Lord^ whidi you muft love, 

were 
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were it only out of gratltucfe^ decline vifibly 
thro all their branches : and mufl; I^guiifa more 
and more without iuch encouragement as may 
adorn while it rewards them. In this crifis^ 
the eyes of mankind are naturally turned upoa 
One^ who, by tafte as] well as refie£lion, f^efe 
and difcems their Utility. 

Cardinal Richelieu, amidft the mighty 
(chemes of ambition that employed his thoughts, 
amidft the domeftic and foreign wars tfa^ 
perplexed his adminiftration, yet found leifure 
to ere<9: an academy for the French tongue; 
which ftill flouriihes to the advantage of his 
country, as well as to the peculiar honor 
of his own name. A propofel, for an efta- 
bliihment of the like nature here, was agreed 
to by the late Treafurer Oxford : and a cer- 
tain annual fum, for the fupport of it, was 
certainly promifed. How it happened that this 
promife was never carried into execution, it 
would be improper to enquire in this place. 
But may we not flatter our hopes that fome fuch 
fcheme, or one yet more extenfively ufeful, will 

A a take 
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take place, fo as to be rendered efFeftual under your 
Lordfhip's influence ? and that, ages hence, thole 
who are beft fitted by their talents, to in- 
ftruft or entertain the public, will have caufe 
to remember, with gratitude as well as reverence, 
the miniftry of the Ear/ of Chesterfield ? 
I am, with the utmofl: reipeft. 



April 24tl>, 
>747. 



My Lord, 



Tour Ljordfhip^s 



moft faithful 



and mofl humble fervant. 



THE 



PREFACE 



rH E follvmng poem was originally intended for the, 
flage^ and planned out, fever al years ago, into a re- 
gular tragedy. But the author found it necejfary to 
change his firfl defigny and to give his work the form it nam 
appears in ; for reafons with which it might be impertinent 
to trouble the public : tho, to a man who thinks and feels m 
a certain manner^ tbofe reafons were invincibly firong* 

As the Scene of the piece is laid in the mofl remote and 
unfrequented of all the Hebrides, or weftern Ifles that fur- 
round one part of Great Britain ; // may not be improper 
to inform the reader, that he will find a particular ac- 
count of it, in a little treatife, publifbed near half a century 
ago, under the title of a Voyage to St. Kilda* iTjeAuthor^ 
who had himfelf been upon thefpot, defcribes at length thefitu- 
ation, extent, and produce of that folitary lilsLndyfietcies out 
the natural hiflory of the birds of feafon that tranfmigrate 
thither annually, and relates the ftngular cujloms that fit U 
prevailed among the Inhabitants : a race of people ^ then the 
mofl uncorrupted in their manners, and therefore the leafl 
unhappy in their lives of any, perhaps, on the face of the 
whole earth. To whom might have been applied what an an- 
I tient 
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tient Hifiortan fays of certain barbarous nations^ when he 
compares them 'with their more civilized neighbours : Plus 
valuit apud Hos 'ignomnna. vidorum, quam apud Gracos 
omnia philofophprum praecepta. 

They live together^ as in the greatef Jimplicity of hearty- 
fo in the moji inviolable harmony and union of fentiments. 
They have neither fiver nor gold ; but barter among them- 
fhhes far the few neceffaries tbty- may reciprocal^ watti* 
Tvfirangers they are extremely hofpitisble^ and no lefs cham~ 
table to their awn poor ; for voh^e relief each family in the 
Ifland contributes its fhare monthly^ and at every feftival 
fends them befides a portion of mutton or beef Botbfexe* 
have a genius tor poetry^ and compofe not mlj fongt^ but 
pieces of a more ekvated tum^ in their own language, which 
is very empbatical. One of thofe Iflanders, having been 
prevailed with to vifit the greatejl trading town in North- 
firitain, was infinitely ajhmifhed at the length of the voyage^ 
and at the mighty kingdoms (for fuch he reckoned the larger 
IJles) by which they failed. He would not venture himfelf 
into the flreets of that city without being led by the band. 
At fight of the great church, be owned that it was indeed a 
lofty rock ; but infified that in his native country of St. 
iCiLDA,. there were others fiill higher. However , the ca- 
verns formed in it [fo he named the pillars and arches on 
which it is raifed) were hollowed, he f aid, more commodioufiy 
than any be had ever feen there. At thefbake, occafioned in 
the fieeple, and the horrible din that founded in his ears, 
upon tolling out the great bells, he appeared under the ut- 
moft confiernation, believing the frame of nature was fall- 

4 i^g 
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ing to pieces abwt Mm, He thought the perfom ttsho wo^e 
majksy not difiinguijhing whether they were men or womert, 
bad been guthy of fame ill things for which th^ did^ot dare 
tojhew their faces. The beauty a?td flatelinefs of the trees 
which hefawy ihenforHhtfirfl iimey (as in his own *IJland 
there grows Hot a Jhr't^ "equally fttr^xed and delighted 
him : but he obfervedy with a kind of terrory 'iAfewf »x -i« 
faffed among their branchesy they pulled him back a^ain. 
He had been perfuaded to drink a pretty large diffe- of jfrong 
^maters ; . and upon finding ^himfelf dfowfy after •/>, and rea^ 

ftofallinto a fliemhtr which he fancied was to be bis lofty 
exprejfed to bis companions the great fatisfa&ion befeh in 
fo eafy a faff age out of ibis world : for, faid he^ it -is «t- 
tehded with no kind of pain. 

Ammg fuch fort of men it "was, that Avfiiiivs Jbught 
refuge from the violence and cruelty of his enemies. 

The time appears to ha^e been towards the latter part cf 
the reign of Charles the fecond: when thofe who governed 
Scotland under himy with no lefs cruelty than impolicy y made 
the people of that country defperate ; and then plundered^ 
imprifonedy or butchered them for the natural effeEls of fuch 
d^air* The heft and worthieft men were often the objeSls 
of their moft unrelenting fury. Under the title of fana^ 
ticsy or feditiousy they affeEled to berdy and of courje per" 
fecutedy whoever wijhed well to his country y or ventured to 
fland up in defence of the laws and a legal government. 
I have now in my hands the copy of a warranty Jigned by 
king Charles himfelf for military execution upon them with- 
out 
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out procefs or eonviEiion : and I know that the orlgiaa] is 
Jiill kept in the fecretarys office for that part of the united 
kingdom. Thus much I thought it mcejfary to fay y that the 
reader may not be mijled to look upon the relation given, by 
Au RE LI us in the fecond canto, as drawn from the wanton- 
nefs of imagination ; iBben it hardly arifes tofiriSl hijlori- 
tal truth. 

H^hat reception this poem may meet with, the author can- 
not forefee : and, in bis humble but happy retirement, needs 
notoe over-anxious to kfiow. He has endeavoured to make 
■ it one regular and confifient Whole \ to be true to nature in 
his thoughts, and to the genius of the language in his man- 
ner of exprefftng them. If he has fucceeded in thefe points, 
but above all in effeSlually touching the pajjions (which as 
it is the genuine province, fo is it the great triumph, of po- 
etry) for other imperfeElions that may be found in this per- 
formance, he dares rely on the candor of his more difceming 
readers. 
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C A N T O L 

• ■ • ■ ■ - - 

A R in die watiy wafte, where his Broad Wave 

From world to world the vaft Atlantic rolls^ 

■ • ....■..• 

On from the pmy {hores of Labrador 

. ' *, •■.'.. . ' ' ' 

To frozen Thule eaft, her aery height 
5 Aloft to heaven remoteft Kilda lifts ; 
Lafl of the fea-girt Hebrides^ that guard, 
In filial train, Britaniaz parent-coafl. 
Thrice happy land 1 tho freezing on the verge 
Of artip ikies ; yet, blamelefs (till of arts 

B2 That 
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lo That polifli, to deprave, each fofter clime. 
With fimple nature, pimple vcrtue bleft. 
Beyond Ambitions walk : where never ff^ar 
Uprear'd his fanguine ftandard ; nor unflieath*d, 
For wealth or power, the defolating fword. 

1 5 Where Luxury^ foft Syren, who around 
To thoufand Nations deals her ne<Etar'd cup 
Of pleafuig bane that foothes at once and kills. 
Is yet a name unknown. But calm Content 
That lives to Reafon ; antient Faith that binds 

20 The plain community of guileleis hearts 
In love and union ; Innocence of ill 
Their guardian Genius : thefe, the Powers that rule 
This little world, to all its Tons fecure 
Man's happiefi life ; the foul ferene and found 

25 From pa/Iion^s rage, the body fi-om difeafe. 



Red on each cheek behold the rofe of health ; 
Firm in each £inew vigor's plyant ipring, 



By 
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By Temperance brac'd to peril and to pain,. 

Amid the floods they ilem, or on the deep 
30 Of upright rocks their draining fteps furmount, 

For food or paftime. Thefe light up their morny. 

And clofe their eve in {lumber fweetly deep, 

Beneath the north, within the circling roar 

Of oceans raging rounds But laft and beft,. 
3 5 What Avarkey what Ambition (ball not know. 

True Liberty is theirs, the heaven-fent gueft„ 

Who in the cave, or on th' uncultur*d wild, 
With Independence dwells j and Peace of mind. 
In youth,, in age, their fun, that never icts.. 



40 Daughter of Heaven and Nature, deign thy. aid, 
Aufpicious Mufe / O whether fi-om the depth 
Of evening-foreft, brown with broadeft ihade ; 
Or from the brow fublime of vernal alp ' 
As morning dawns ; or from the vale at nooo^ 



BjF 
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45 By fome foft ftream that flides with liquid foot 
Thro bowery groves, where Infpiration fits 
And liftens to thy lore, fpontaneous come ! 

0*er thefe wild waves, o'er this unharbour*d fhore. 
Thy wing high-hovering ipread ; and to the gale, 
50 The boreal fpirit breathing liberal round 
From echoing hill to hill, thy lyre attune 
With anfwering cadence free, as beft befeems 
The tragic theme my plaintive verfe unfolds. 



Here, good Aurelius— — and a fcene more wild 
55 The world aroimd, or deeper folitude, 

AiHidion could not find A u r e l i u s here, 

By fate unequal and the crime of War 
Expelled his native home, the facred vale 
That iaw him blefl, now wretched and unknown, 
60 Wore out the flow remains of fetting life 



In bittemels of thought : and with the fiirge, 



And 
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And with the (bunding ftorm his murmur*d moan 
Would often mix^— Oft as remembrance fad 
RecallM the mourjiful paft ; a faithful wifcy 

m 

65 Whom love firft chofe, whom reafon long endeared, 
His foul's companion and his (bfter friend ; 
With one fair daughter^ in her rofy prime, 
Her dawn of opening charms, defencelefs left 
Within a tyrant % gi'afp ! \mfoe profefs'd, 

70 By civil madneis, by intemperate zeal 
For differing rites, embitterd into hate, 

» 

And cruelty remorfelefs ! Thus he liv*d : 
If this was life, to load the blaft with fighs ; 
Himg o*er its edge, to fwell the Hood with tears 
75 At midnight-hour : for midnight frequent heard 
The lonely mourner, defblate of heart, 
Pour all the hufband, all thefa^ier forth 
In unavailing anguifh, ftretch'd along 



The naked beach ; or {hiveriog on the clifly 



Smote 
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80 Smote with the wintry pole in bitter ftorm, 

Hail, fnow, and (hower, dark-drifting round his head, 



Such were his hours ; till Ttme^ the wretche's fnend. 
Life's great phyfician, fkiU'd alone to clofe, 

Where forrow long has wak'd, the weeping eye, 

85 And from the brain, with baleful vapours black, 

' Each fuUen fpedlre chace, his balm at length, 

Lenient of pain, thro every fever'd pulfe 

With gentleft hand infus'd. A penfive calm 
Arofe, but unaflur d : as after winds 
90 Of ruffling wing, the fea fubfiding flow 

Still trembles from the ftorm. Now Reafon firft. 
Her throne refuming, bid Devotion raife 

To heaven his eye ; and thro the turbid mifts, 
Dark-interpos'd, of pafllon and of fenfe, 

95 Adoring own the fole unerring Cause, 



All-righteous Judge, who bids what ftill is beft, 



In 
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In cloud or fun-iliine ; whofe fevered hand 
Wounds but to heal, and chaflens to amend. 



Thus, in his bofom, every weak excefs, 
100 The rage of grief, the fehiefs of revenge 
•To healthful meafure tempered and reduc*d 

By vertue*s hand; and in her brightening beam 
Bach error clear'd away, as fen-bom fogs 
Before th* afcending fun ; thro faith he lives 
105 Beyond time's bounded continent, the walks 
Of iin and death. Anticipating heaven 

In pious hope, he feems already there. 
Safe on her facred fhore ; and fees beyond, 

. • ■ . . 

1 
In radiant view, the world of light and love, 

no Where peace delights to dwell ; where one fair morn 

Still orient (miles, and one diffufive fpring, 

That fears no ilorm and (hall no winter know, 



Th* immortal year empurples. If a figh 



Yet 
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Yet murmurs in his breafV, 'tis for the pangs 
115 Tbbfe dearefl names, a wife, a child, muft feel, 
Yet ftifFering in his fate : *tis for a foe, 
Who, deaf himfelf to mercy, may from heav«n 
That mercy, when moft wanted, aik in vain* 



The fun, now flation*d with the lucid TwinSy 
120 0*er every fouthern clime had pour*d profufe 
The rofy year ; and in each pleafing hue, 
That greens the leaf or thro the bloflbm glows 
With florid light, the meek-ey*d May array *d : 
While zephire leads the filver-footed dews, 
125 Her foft attendants, o*er the bloomy fcene 
To (bed fre(b fpirit and perfuming balm. 
Nor here, in this chill region, on the brow 
Of winter's pale dominion, is unfelt 
The ray ethereal, or unhaiFd the rife 
X30 Of her mildTeign. From warbling vale and hill, 



With 
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With wild^thyme flowering, betony and balme. 
Blue lavender and <»rmel*s fpicy root 
Fragrance and health impregnate every breeze. 



But, high above, the ieaibn full exerts 
135 Its vernant force in yonder peopled rocks, 

To whoie wild folitude, from worlds unknown. 
The birds of panage tran(migrating come; 
At nature's iummons their aereal (late 
Annual to found. And fee I from hill to "hill, 
1 40 Whitening eaich funny c4iff, or new-^iv'd 
In & continuous or in leflening wedge, 

» * 

Unnumber d cc^nies of foreign wing. 
Of various nations^ in bold voyage ^te^*!, 
Safe thro the forges of the trackkfs aSr* 
145 By heaven** diredive ipirit3 here to j^aiie^ • 



* : • . % 
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Line 1J2- The rt)Ot oF this plant, othcrwdrc mxiitAargatiJis fyTvaiicus, is 
arqoiaik ii and by the natives reckoned cordial to the ftomach. See MartirCs 
fFeftim Jfles of Scotland, p. 1 80. 
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Their temporary realm ; and 'form fecure, 
Where food awaits them copious from the wave, 
And fhelter from the rock, their nuptial leagues : 
Each tribe apart, and all on talks of love, 
150 To hatch the pregnant egg, to rear and guard 

■ 

Their helplefs ini^nts, pioufly intent. 



Led by the day abrbad^ with lonely ilepi,. 
** And ruminating fweet and bitter thought, 
A u R EX I u s, from the wefter n bay, his eye 

155 Now raised to this amudve fcene in air. 

With wonder marked ; now cs^ with level ray^ 
Wide o'er the moving wildernefs of waves^ 
From pole to pole thro boundlefe ^ce diifus'dy. 
Magnificently dreadful ! where, at large, 

160 Lbviathan, with each inferiorname 

Of fea-bom kinds, ten thouiand thou£md tribes. 

Finds endlei» range for pafbre and for fport. 

Wak*d 



■ 1 
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Wak'd reverence lifts the He r m'it*s thought: he owns 
The hand Almighty who its chanell'd bed 

165 ImmeafuraUe funk, smd poured abroad, 

Fenced with eternal mounds, the fluid fphere ; 
With *cvcry wind to waft large commerce on. 
Join pole to pole, conibciate fevered wck'lds. 
And link in bonds of intercourfe and love 

170 Earth*8 univerlal femily. Now tofe 

Sweet evening 8 iblemn hour. The fun declin*a 
Hung golden o*er this nether firmament ; 
Whofe broad ceridean mifrOr^ calmly bright^ - 

Gave bade his beam^ viiage to the day 

175 With fplendor undinuBi(h'd' ; and each cldud, ' - 
White, azure, purple, gloWiag robnd his throf^' 
In fair acreal landfchapc. Here, alone 



- ■% •• v 



On earthVrempte&verg^ At^HBLivs dreath^i'* 
The healthful gal^ and: £ilt the finifing fcene' * ''* 
\%o With awe*in]z*d pleafure, mufing as he hung 
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In filence o*er the billows huih'd beneath. 
When lo I a found, amid the wave- worn rocks,: 
Deaf- murmuring rofe, and plaintive rolFd along 
From, cliff to cavern : as the breath of winds, 

185 At twilight hour, remote and hpUow heard 

Thro wintry pines, high-waving o'er the deep ■ 
Of fky-crown'd Apenine, The Sea-Py ceas*d 
At once to w:arble,. . : Screaming, from his neft 
The Fulmar foar*d, and (hot a weftward flight 

190 From fhcM'e to fea. . On came, before her hour, 
Invadinjg night, and hung the troubled iky 
With fearful blacknefs round ; when fierce upiprung. 

Thick clexidaiKl Apml/^nd ruin op his wing, 
^^^:, f^g¥^ ^9H^ \ and headloQg o'er i&e iea 
r$5 Fell horrible, jHth bicpd-deicendiDg bkfi. 

I 
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Whoftoe^' DTRpilBttd rihe IHfciidiBgimnimt: 







^ Line 189. See Martiif% voyage to St. KiUa, p. 59. 
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On thex6us*d flcx>d, Aurelius ftood apaird : 
His ear aflaii*d witn all the diundering mdn I 
200 Hiis ^e witE mountains {urging to the (tars ! 
Commotion infinite 1 Where yon laft wave 
Blends with thc^fky ks foamy a (hip in view - > 

' * ' * t 

Shoots mdaen forth, fWep-falling from the clouds : 

Yet diftant feen.ahd dim ; tfll onward borne 
205 Before the blaft^ e&ch growing {ail expands. 



• • 



• • 



£a(^ mst& sdjpkcSy and all th' advancing frame * 
Bounds on Ilia ejre dKHtkh' - With "ffiarpcn'd ken, ' " ' 
Its courfe he watdies, and -in- awnil thot^'ht 

That Powtf iflvol^, who{e voice the wild winds hear, 
210 Who^ nod the Htfge reveres, to look £r6ta heaven. 



And ^vcy who el& mtdt pcrHhy meecnecf fnein^ 
In this dark hKwr, dtnid the dnsftltibjrfs, ' 



« . » 




ith &aa amaa*di % kbbdi^ d^pdg^d i«^ 



Bbt O iiUmim% ddith-<fcv6te$licadl r "^ 
S15 Fo^dcathticftnd6»t]M;i|^ttot«r^tief'*f^^^^^ 






Nor 



i6 Amyntor^/^^Theodora: ©r/ . 

Nor others' ofFer'd vows can ftay the flight 
Of inftant fate. And lo ! his fecret feat, 
Where never fun-beam glijlimer'd, deep amidH 
A cavern s jav^s voraginous and vaft, 
220 The ftormy Genius of the deep forfakes : 

And o*er the waves, that roar beneath his frown, 
Afcending :baleful, - kids the temped: fpre^d,. 

Turbid and tcfrible with hail and rain, 

Its blackefl pinion ; pour its loudening blaftji 

> • 

225 In whirlwind forth; and from his loweft depth 
Upturn the vext Atlantic* Round arid round 
The tortured fhipj at his imperious call, 
^Is wheel*d in dizzy whirl : her guiding helm 
Breaks Hwrt ; her mafls in cradling ruin £dl ; . 

230 And each rent iail flies fluttering loofe in air. 
Now, fearful moment I in one ridgy fwell ' 
i^df ocean heaves, and o'er tiie foundering hull 
A billowy curve w;th hc^d fhade ioopeiids' 

2 Ah! 



Canto I. r>&.? H E R M I T. 17 

Ah ! lave them, heaven ! — it burfts in deluge down 
235 With boundlefs undulation. Shore and fky 
Rebellow to the roar. At once engulph'd, 
Veflel and crew beneath its torrent-fweep 
Are funk, to rife no morcj Aurelius wept : 
The tear unbidden dewM his hoary cheek. 
240 He turned his ftep ; he fled the ^tal fcene, 
And brooding, in fad £tence, o'er the fight 
To him alone difcWd, his wounded heart 
Pour'd out to heaven in fighs : thy will be done, 
Not mine, fupreme Disposer I as is meet ; 
245 But death demands a tear, and man mufl feel 
For human woes : the refl fubmifHon checks. 



Not diflant far, and where the winding bay ^ 
Looks northward on the pole, a rocky afch 

• * 

Expands its fclf-pois'd concave ; as the gate, 

- I> -'^* Am- 

Line 248. See MartirC% voyage to St. tSldaf p. 20. 



i8 Amyntor ^/t^Theodora : <?r, 

250 Ample and broad and pillared mail^-proof, 
Of fome^unfolding temple. On its height 
Is heard the tread of daily-climbing flocks, 
That, o'er the green roof Ipred, their fragrant food 
Untended crop. As to this cavern'd path 

255 AuRELius turn'd, and, bufy in his breafl. 
The paft and prefent griev'd Refledion roll'd. 
Struck with fad echoes, frdm die founding vault 
Remurmur*d thick and fhrill, he rai8*d his head : 
And faw th' aflembled Natives in a ring, 

260 With wonder and with pity bending o'er 

A fbipwreck'd man. All-motionlefs on earth 
He lay. The living luflre fix)m his eye, 
The vermil hue extinguifh'd from his cheek : 
And in their place, on each chill feature fpred, 

265 The fhadowy cloud and ghafllinefs of death 



if[« • I 



With pale fufiufion (at. So looks the 
So faindy wan, thro hovering mifts at eve. 



Grey 



Canto L W^ H E R M I T. 19 

Grey autumn's train. Faft from his hairs diftiird 
The briny wave : and dole within his grafp 

270 Was clench'd a broken oaf, as one who long 
Had ftem*d the flood with agonizing breafl, 
And ftruggled ftrong for life. Of youthful prime 
He feemM, and built by nature*s noblefl hand ; 
Where bold proporti(m and where fbftening grace 

275 Mix'd in each limb, and harmonized his frame. 



AuRELius, from the breathlefs clay, his eye 
To heaven imploring raised : then, for he knew 
That life, within her central cell retir'd. 
May lurk unfeen, diminifh*d but not quench'd, 
280 He bid tranfport it fpeedy thro the vale, 
To his poor cell that lonely ftood and low. 
Safe from die north beneath a floping hill ; 
An antique frame, orbicular, and raised 
On columns rude : its roof with reverend mofs 

D 2 Light- 



20 AisiiYNTOR <7//^ Theodora: or, 

285 Light-fhaded o*cr j its front in ivy hid. 

That mantling crept aloft. With pious hand 
They turned, they chaf 'd his frozen limbs, and fum*d 

The vapoury air with aromatic fmells : 
Then, drops of fovereign efficacy, drawn 

290 From mountain plants, within his lips infus'd. 

Slow, from the mortal tranfe, as men from dreams 
Of direful viiion, {huddering he awakes : 
While life, to quivering motion, faintly lifts 
His fluttering pulfe ; and gradual o*er his cheek 

295 The rofy current wins its refluent way. 
Recovering to new pain, his eyes he turn'd 
Severe on heaven, on the furrounding hills 
With twilight dim, and on the croud unknown 
DiiTolv^d in tears around : then clos*d again, 

300 As loathing light and life. His limbs convulsed, 
His bofom heav*d, as when the fabled Hag 



Sits huge and horrid on the ileeper*s limbs, 



Thus 



Canto I. r/5^ H E R M I T. 21 

Thus from his lips in hurling accents wild 
Diftradion fpoke : Down, down with every fail— ^ 

305 Mercy, fweet heaven — Ha ! now whole ocean fweeps 
In tempefl o*er our heads — My foul's lafl hope ! 
We will not part — Help ! help ! yon wave, behold ! 
That fwells betwixt, has borne her from my fight. 
O for a fun to light this black abyfs I 

310 Gone — lofl — for ever lofl ! He ceas*d. Amaze 
And trembling on the pale affiflants fell : 
Whom now, with greeting and the words of peace, 
AuRELius bid depart. A paufe enfu'd, 

Mute, mournful, folemn. On the Stranger's ^ce 
315 Obfervant, anxious, hung his fix'd regard : 
Watchful his ear, each murmur, every breath, 
Attentive feiz'd j now eager to begin 
Confoling fpeech ; now doubtful to invade 

The facred ^ence due to grief fupreme* 



Then 



22 Amyn.tor and Theodora : or, 

320 Then thus at laft. O from devouring feas 
By miracle efcap'd ! if, with thy life. 
Thy fenfe retum*d can yet difcern the Handy 
All-wonderful, that thro yon raging fea. 
Yon whirling wafte of tempeft, led thee fafe ; 

325 That Hand divine with grateful awe confefs, 
With proftrate thanks adore. When thou, alas I 
Waft humber'd with the dead, and clo6*d within 
Th* im&thom^d gulph ; when human hope was fled. 
And human help in vain — th* almighty Voice, 

330 Then bade Definition fpare, and bade the Deep 
Yidd up its prey : that by his mercy fav'd, 
A monimioit of wonder and of love. 
That mercy, thy fair life's remaining race 
May juftify ; to all the fbns of men, 

335 Thy brethren, ever gracious in their need. 



Such praife delights him moft 



He hears me not. 



Some 



Canto I. 7*^ H E R M I T. 23 

Some iecret anguUh, (bme tranlcendent woe 
Sits heavy on his heart, and from his eyes, 
340 Thro the clos'd lids, now rolls in bitter ftream< 



* • • • - 

Yet, fpeak thy foul, affiided as thou art ! 
For know, by mournful priviledge 'tis mine. 
My felf moft wretched and in forrow*s ways 
Severely train*d, to (hare in every pang 

345 The wretched fed ; to foothe the fad of hearty 
To number tear for tear, and groan for groan^ 
With every ion and daughter of diftrefs. 
Speak then, and give thy labouring bofom vent j 
My pity is, my friendship ihall be thine, 

350 To calm thy pain, and guide thy virtue back^ 
Thro reafi^n's pathes, to happine^ and heaven* 



The Hermit thus : and, after fome fad paufe 
Of mufing wonder, dius the Man unknown* 



What 



2.4 A MY NTOR <7//^ Theodora: ^r, 

Wliat have I heard ? ^On this untravel'd ihore, 

355 Nature's laft limit, hem'd with oceans round 

Howling and harbourlefs, beyond all faith 

A comforter to find, whofe language wears 

The garb of civil life ! a friend, whole bread 

The gracious meltings of fweet pity move 

360 Amazement all ! My grief to filence charm'd 

Is loft in wonder I — But, thou good Unknown, 

If woes, for ever wedded to defpair, 

That wifh no cure, are thine, behold in me 

A meet companion ; one whom earth and heaven 

365 Combine to curfe ; whom never future morn 
Shall light to joy, nor evening with repofe 

Defcending (hade. — O fon of this wild world ! 

From focial converfe tho for ever barr'd, 

Tho chill'd with endlefs winter from the pole, 

370 Yet warm'd by goodnels, form'd to tender fenfe 

Of human woes, beyond what milder climes. 



By 



Canto I. TX^ H E R M I T. 25 

By fairer funs attcmpcr'd, courtly booft ; 
O &y^ did ef e t^y breall, in youthful life, 
Touch^'d by a beam from Beauty all-dime, 

375 Did e'er thy bofbm her fwect influence own, 
In pleafingtumiilt poured thro every vein, 
And panting at the heart, when firft our eye 
Receives impreffion 1 Then, as p^jdion grew, 
Did heaven conieiiting to thy wifh indulge 

380 That Wife no wedth can bribe, no power beftow. 
That blifs of angels, love by love repaid ? 
Heart ftreaming full to heart in mutual flow 
Of faith and friendOiip, tendemefe and truth 
If thefe thy fate diftinguifliM, thou wilt then, 

385 My joys conceiving, image my defpair, 

How total I how extreme ! For this, all this. 
Late my fair fcMtune, wrecked on yonder flood, 
Lies loft and bury*d there~-^0 awfid heaven ! 
Who to the wind and to the whelming wave 

E Her 



26 Amyntor <7//^ Theodora : ^r, 

390 Her blamelefs head devoted, thou alone 

Can'ft tell what I have loft— O ill-ftarr'd Maid! 



O mod undone Amvntor I— —Sighs and tears. 
And heart-heav'd groans, at this, fupprefs'd his voice 
The reft was agony and dumb defpair. 



395 Now, o'er tjieir heads, damp night her ftormy gloom 
Spred, ere the glimering twilight was expir'd. 
With huge and heavy horror clofing round 
In doubling clouds on clouds. The mournful fcene. 
The moving tale, Aurelius deeply felt t 

400 And thus replyd, as one in nature ikilFd, 
With fbft aflentii^ (brrow in his loc^ 
And words ta (bothe, not combat hopelels love. 



Amyntor, by that heaven who fees thy tears ! 
By faith and friendfhip's fympathy divine I 

405 Could I the ionovfs |ieal I more than fhare,. 



Thfe; 



Canto I. 7»^ H E R M I T. 27 

* 

This bofpm, tnift me^fljould from thine transfer 
Its fliarpcft grief. Such grief, alas ! how juft ? 
How long in filent anguifh to defcend, 
When Reafon and when Fondnefs o'er the tomb 

410 Are fellow-mourners? He, who can refign, 
Has never lov*d : and wert thou to the fenfe, 
The i^red feeling of a lofs like thine, 
Cold and in{en£ble, thy breaft were then 
.. No manfion for humanity, or thought 

415 Of noble aim. Their dwelling is with love. 
And tender pity ; whoie kind tear adorns 
The clouded cheek, and fandifys the foul 
They foften, not fubd.ue. We both will mix. 
For her thy virtue lov'd, thy truth laments^ 

420 Our fbcial iighs : and {till, as morn unveils 
The brightening hill, or evening's mifty (hade 
Its brow obi^es, each to-unfolditig grace, 
Each charm fre(h-opening in her face and mind 

£ 2 Shall 



28 Am YNTOR ^/f^ Theodora : or^ 

Shall be our darling theme. Then fhalt thou hear 
425 A tale of woes, in lad return from me, 
So terrible — -Amyntor, thy pain*d heart, 
Amid its own, will (hudder at the ills 
That mine has bled with — But behold 1 the dark. 
And drowfy hour fleals fall upon our talk. 
430 Here break we off: and thou, fed Mourner, try 
Thy weary limbs, thy wounded mind, to balm 
With timely deep. Each gracious ^i^g' from heaven 

* ■ 

Of thofe that minifter to erring man^ 
Near-hovering, hudi thy paffions into calm ; 
435 Serene thy Ikimbers with prefented fcenes 
Of brighteft vifion ; whilper to thy heart 
That holy peace which goodnefs ever (bares t 
And to us both be friendly as we need; 



End' of the Piftsi¥' Canto. 
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CANTO ir. 

O W midnight rofe, and o*er the general fcene,, 
Air, ocean, earth, drew broad her blacked veil. 

Vapour and cloud. Around th* unfleeping Ifle^ 
Yet howPd the whu-lwind, yet the billow groan'd ; 
5 And, in mix*d horror, to Amyntor's ear 

Borne thro the gloom, his fhrinking fenfe appalPd. 
Shook by each blafl, and £wept by every wave, 
Again pale Memory labours in the ftorm : 
Again firom her is torn, whom more than life 

His 



32 Amyntor ^/?^ Theodora : or, 

lo His fondncfs lov'd. And now, another fliower 
Of forrow, o'er the dear unhappy Maid, 
EfFufive flream'd ; till late, thro every power 

The foul fubdu'd funk fad to flow repofe : 
And all her darkening fcenes, by dim degrees, 

1 5 Were quench'd in total night. A paufe from pain 
Not long to laft : for Fancy y oft awake 
While Reafon fleeps, from her illufive cell 
Call*d up wild fliapes of vifionary fear. 
Of viixonary blifs, the hour of reft 

20 To mock with mimic il^ws. And lo 1 the deeps 
In aery tumult fwell. Beneath a hill 
Amyntor heaves of overwhelming feas ; 
Or rides, with dizzy dread, from cloud to doud. 
The billow*s back. Anon, the fhadovi^ world 

2 5 Shifb to fame boundle/s continent unknown, 
Where (blitary, o*er the flarlefs void. 
Dumb fllence broods. Thro heaths of dreary length, 

c Slow 



Canto II. 735^ HER MIX, 3:3 

Slow on he drags .his^ flaggering flep infirqx 
With breathlefs tx)il ; hears torrent floods afar 
30 Roar thro the wild ; and, plung'd in central' caves, 

Falls headlong many a fathom into night ; 
Yet there, at once, in all her living charms. 
That brightened with their glow the brovm abyfs, 

Rofe Theodora. Heavenly in her eye 
35 Sat, without cloud, the tender-fmiling (bul. 

That, guilt unknowing, had no wi{h to Hide. 
A (pring of fudden myrtles flowering round 
Their walk embower*dr' s while nightingales beneath 
Sung ipouiah, as ajong th* enamei'd turf 

40 They feem'd to $y, and 'mtcsc^ng'4 their fouls, 
Mehing in. mutual fb^^K^, Tbppe hi$^ ^r^isr 

The Fair, encircled : thrioe.fee $ed' hia gi:afiv 
'Andr.fa4jng into d4rffnefs,jnix'd witH.ai;r^-- 
O turn 1 O. flay thyfli^t 1-^fo loud, he ciy'd, 
45 Sleq>andr.^, train, of ]pijLuiu4( vapours. Mp 



He 



34 Amy NT oj^ affd Theodora : or y 

He gFoan'd, he gaz'd around : his inward fenie 
Yet glowing with the vifion's vivid beam, 
Still, on his eye, the hovering fliadow blaz'd ; 
Her voice ftill murmur'd in his tinkling ear ; 

■ ■ • 

50 Grateful deception ! till returning thought 

■ ■ 

Left broad awake, amid th* incumbent lour 
Of mute and mournful night, again he felt 
His grief inflam'd throb frefh in every vein. 
To frenzy ftung, upftarting from his couch, 
55 The vale, the fhore with darkling ftep he roam'd, 
Like fbme drear fpe^lre from the grave unbound : 
Then, fcaling yonder cliiF, prone o*er its brow 

He hung, in ad to plunge amid the flood 
Scarce from that height difcem'd. Nor reafbn*s voice 
60 Nor ow'd fubmiflien to the will of heaven, 

Reflrains him ; but, as paffion whirls his thought, 
Fond expedation, that perchance efcap'd, 



Tho paffing all belief, the frailer fkiff, 



To 



Canto IL the HE R M I T. 35 

To which himfelf had bore th* unhappy Fair, 
65 May yet be feen. Around, o'er fea and fhore, 
He rolled his ardent eye ; but nought around 
On land or wave within his ken appears, 
Nor fkifF, nor floating corfe, on which to ihed 
The laft (ad tear, and lay the covering mold I 



70 • Tho now, vidde-open'd by the wakeful hours 

Heaven*s orient gate, forth on her progreis comes 
Aurora fmiling, and her purple lamp 
Lifts high o'er earth and fea: while, all-unveil'd^ 
The vaft horizon on Amyntor's eye 
75 Pours full her icenes of wonder, wildly great. 
Magnificently various. From this fteep, 
Diffused immenfc in rowling profpe(i lay 
The northern deep. Amidfl, from fpace to fpace, 

Her numerous ifles, rich gems of Albi(m% CEOwn, 
80 As flow th' afcending miils difperfe in air,' 

• • • ■ • 

^ F 3 Shoot 



j6 Amy NTOR affd Theodora : w. 

Shoot gradual from 'her ha(am t and beyond. 
Like diftant clouds bkre-floadng- on the vcfge 
Of evening (Ides, break forih ^e d^vt^ning hills ; 
A thoufarid laLfld<Bjapes ! barren fbiiie and bare, 

85 Rock pJi'd on rock iiiiazing up to heaven, 
Of horrid grandeur : fotde with founding afh. 
Or oak broad-ihadowing, or the fpiry growth 
Of waving pine, high-plum*d ; and now beheld 
Mbrelovefy in ike fun*-s ' adorning beam, 

90 That fair-aCsifing o'eryon catftcrn cliff' 
The various verdure tindhues ga)r with gold. 



Mesta M^uk AxiRELius, wak*d from fweet repofe 
That Tefnperance bids in timely dews defcend 
On all who live to her, his mournful Gueft 
95 Cstme fortih to hail ; as ho(pitaUe rights 
And virtue's rule enjoin : but firft to Him, 



Spring 'of all charity^ who ^ve the heart 



With 



Canto II. 7»^ H E R M I T. 37 

With kindly fenfe to glovtr, his momiog-vows, 
Superior duty, thus the £ige addrefl. 



100 Fduntaiti of light I firom whom yon tifingUm 
Firft drew his fplendor ; Source of life and love 1 
Whofe fmlle now wakes o^er earth's rekindling face 
The boiftidlefs blufh of fpring j O Firft and Beft I 
Thy eflence, tho from human fight and fearch, 

105 Tho from the climb of all created thought, 

Ineffably remov'd ; yet man Mmfelfj 

Thy loweft child of reafbn, man may read 

The maker s hand, intelligence fiipreme. 
Unbounded power, on all his works impreft, 

1 10 In charaders coeval with the fun. 

And with the fun to laft ; fixMn world to world. 

From age to age, thro every dime, reveal*d. 

Hail imiverfal Goodnefs I in full flream 



For ever flowing from beneath the throne 



Thra 



38 Amyntor tf/?^ Theodora : cr, 

115 Thro earth, air, fea, to all things that have life : 
From all that live on earth, in air and fea, 
The great community of nature's fons. 
To thee, firft Father^ ceafelefs praife afeend ! 
And in the general hymn my grateful voice 

1 20 Be duely heard, among thy works not leaft, 
Nor low^eft ; with inteUigence informed. 
To know thee and adore ; with free will crown*d, 
Where virtue leads to follow and be bleft. 
O whether by thy prime decree ordain'd 

125 To days of future Hfe ; or whether now 
The mortal hour is inftant, ftill vouchfafe, 
Parent and friend, to guide me blamelefs on 
Thro this dark fcene of error and of ill. 
Thy truth to light me and thy peace to chear, 

X 30 All elfe, of me unaik*d, thy will fupreme 

With-hold or grant : and let that will be done. 



This 



^..i i 



Canto II. 7i5^ H E R M I T. 39 



This &om the foul in filence breath'd fincere, 
The hill's fteep fide with firm elaftic ftep 
He lightly fcal'd : fiich health the frugal board, 

135 The morn's frefh breath that exercife refpires 

In mountain-walks, and confcience fi"ee from blame. 
Our life's beft cordial, can thro age prolong. 
There, loft in thought, and felf-abandonM, lay 
The man unknown ; nor heard approach his hoft, 

140 Nor rais'd his drooping head. Aurelius mov'd 
By foft compafiion, which the lavage fcene, 
Shut up and barr'd amid furrounding feas 
From human commerce, quickened into fenfe 
Of iharper fbrrow, thus apart began. 



145 O fight, that from the eye of wealth or pride, 
Even in their hour of vaineft thought, might draw 
A feeling tear I Whom yefterday beheld 



By 



40 Amyntor ^/^^Theqdora; dr> 

By love and fortune crownM, of all pofleft 
That Fa?tcy, trans'd in faireft vilion, dreams ; 
150 Now loft to all, each hope that foftens life, 

Each blifs that chears ; there, on the damp earth ipred. 
Beneath a heaven unknown, behold him now I 
And let the gay, the fortunate, the great. 

The proud, be taught, what now the wretx:hed fed, 
155 The happy have to fear. O man forlorn. 

Too plain I read thy heart, by fondnefs drawn 
To this fad fcene, to fights that but inilaoie 

Its amorous anguifla 



Hear me, heaven I exclaim*d 
160 The frantic Mourner, could that anguifh.rife 
To madnefs and to mortal agony 
I yet would ble{s my fate ; by one kind pang 
From this fierce ftorm, thefe keener pangs of thought 

■ 

For ever fi'eed. I am weary of the fun. 
165 To me the future flight of days and years 



Is 



Canto II. 7»^ H E R M I T* 41 

Is darknefs, is defpair — But who complains 
Forgets that he can dy. One duty paid. 
One tear of foftne^ iprinkled on the grave, 
- My part in life is o*er. O fainted Maid ! 

1 70 For flich in heaven thou art, if from thy feat 
Of holy reft, beyond thefe changeful fkies. 
If names on earth moft fkcred once and dear, 
A lover and a friend, if yet thofe names 
Can wake thy pi^, dart one guiding ray 

175 To light me where, in cave or credc are thrown 
Thy lifelefs limbs ; that I — O grief fupreme I 
O fate unequal I was thy lover lav*d 
For fuch a tafk ? — that I thofe dear remains. 
With maiden-rites adom'd, at laft may lodge 

180 Beneath the hallowed vault ; and weeping there. 
O'er thy cold urn,- await the hour to clofe 
Thefe eyes in peace, and mix this dull with thine ! 



G Such 



42 Amyntor i9«r^ Theodora: $r^ 



Such {ipd fp dire, reply^d the cordiid Frwid 
In pity's look and language, fuch, alafi ! 

185 Were late Qiy thpughts. Whatc'er of deep-felt woe 
Can ai)gMifh hunian thought, grief, rage, delpair, 
Have all bee^ mine, and with alternate war 
This bofp$n ravagM. Hearken then, gppd Youthj 
My ftory mark, and fron^ another's &te, 

1 90 Pre-eminently wretched, learn thy own. 
Sad as it feem?^ to balkmce aad to bear. 



In me, a A^ behold, whole morn fereoie. 



Whoie noon of better life, with honor {pent, 
In vUtuous purpcdb or in honefi ad, 
^95 I^rew &ir dii^ndioii on my public name, 
From thofe among inai^kind, the nobler ^, 
Whoie p«aUe is i&une ; hut there, in that true fource 
Whence happinefs with pureft ftream defcends. 



In 



Canto IL 7*^ H E R M I T. 43 

In home-found peace and love, fupremely bleft I 

200 Union of hearts, confent of wedded wills, 
By friendfhip knit, by mutual ^th fecur*d. 
Our hopes and fears, our earth and heaven, the &me ( 
At laft, Amyntor, in my failing age, 
Fallen from fuch height, and with the felon-herd, 

205 Robbers and outlaws, number'd — thought that ftill 
Stings deep the heart and cloathes the cheek withfhame I 
Then doomed to feel what Guilt alone fhould fear. 
The hand of public vengeance; arm*d by rage 
Not juftice ; rais'd to injure not redrefs, 

210 To rob not guard, to ruin not defend : 
And all, O fovereign Reason! all deriv'd 
From Power that claims thy warrant to do wrong I 
A right divine to violate unblam'd 
Each law, each rule, that by Himself obferv'd, 

215 The GoT>^ pf cfcribes, whofe {an^ion Kings pretend 1 



G 2 O 



44 Amyntor j/t/ZTheodora: ©r. 



O Charles ! O monarch I in long exile train*d, 
Whole hopelefs years, th* oppreffor's hand to know 
How hateful and how hard ; thy felf relieved, 
Now hear thy people, groaning under wroii^ 
220 Of equal load, adjure thee by thofe days 
Of want and woe, of danger and defpair. 
As heaven has thine, to pity their diftrefs I 



Yet, from the plain good meaning of my hear^ 
Be far th' unhallow'd Ucenfe of abufe ; 

225 Be far the bittemfifs of (aintly zeal. 

That hid behind the patriot's name prophan*d 
Mafques hate and malice to the legal throne. 
In Juftice founded, circumfcrib'd by laws. 
The prince to guard — ^but guard the people too ; 

230 From heaven their equal claim: chief, one prime good 



To guard inviolate ; that fum of blifs, 



Fair 
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Fair Freedom, birth-right of all thinking kinds, 
Reafbn's great charter, from no king deriv'd. 
By none to be reclaim*d, man's right divine^ 
235 Which God, who gave, indelible pronounced. 



This to (ecure, to cheriOi and exalt. 

By guardian-ftatutes, plans of generous care. 

While Peace bears high her olive j or when War 
His righteous fword unfheathes, in lifted fields 

240 Th* invaded rights of mankind to affert. 
Thro danger and thro death — for this alone. 
This great imperial charge, vfttQ Kings ordain*d, 
Scepter'd with power, with purple ftate emblaz*d. 
And lawreFd with renown ; while kneeling worlds 

245 As fovereigns reverenc'd whom as fires they lov'd, 
Patrons and friends of virtue and of man I 



But 
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But if, difclaiming this his heaven — owtid right, 

m 

This firft beft tenure by which monarchs claim ; 
If, meant the bleiling, he becomes the bane, 

250 The wolf, not Ihepherd, of his fubje<3:-flock. 
To grind and tear, not fhelter and proteft. 
Wide-wafting where he reigns — to fuch a prince. 
Allegiance kept were treafon to mankind ; 
And loyalty, revolt fix)m virtue's law. 

255 For fay, Amyntor, does juft heaven enjoyn 

That we (hould homage hell ? or bend the knee. 
In wormip, to the peflilence or ftorm ? 
The earthquake or volcano when they rage. 
Rend earth's firm frame, and in one boundlefs ^ve 

260 Engulph their thonfends ? Yet, O grief to tell I 
Yet fuch, of late, o'er this devoted land, 
Was public rule. Our fervile ftripes and chains. 



Our fighs and groans refounding from the fteep 



Of 

I 
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Of wintiy hill, or wsfte UDtrtverd heath, 
2 65 Laft refuge of our wretchednefs, not guilt, 

Proclaim'd it loud to heaven : the arm of Power 
Extended fatal but to cruih the head 
It ought to icreen ; or with a parent*s love 
Reclaim from error, not with deadly hate, 
2 70 The tyrant*s law, exterminate who err. 



In this wide ruin were my fortunes iimk : 
My felf, as One contagious to his kind. 

Whom nature, whom the Ibcial life renounc*d, 
UnfummonM, unimpl«ided, was to death, 

275 To fhameful death adjudg'd ; againfl my head 
The price of blood prockimM, and at my heels 
Let loofe the murderous cry of human hounds. 
And this blind fury of commi{&on*d rage. 
Of party-vengeance, to a fetal Foe, 

280 Known and ahhorr'd for deeds of direft nam^ 



Was 
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Was given in charge : a Foe, whom blood-ftain*d zeal 



For what — O hear it not, all-righteous heaven I 
ILeft thy rous'd thunder burft — for what was deem*d 
Religions caufe, had favag*d to a brute, 

285 More deadly fell than hunger ever ftung 

To prowl in wood or wild. His band he arm*d. 
The fons of havoc, mifcreants with all guilt 
Familiar, and in each dire art of death 
Train*d ruthlcfi up. As tygers on their prey, 

290 On my defencele^ lands thofe fiercer beafts 

Devouring fell : no|f that fequefter*d fhade, 
That fweet recefs, where love and virtue long 

In happy league had dwelt, which war it felf 
Beheld with reverence, could their fury fcape, 

295 DefpoiVd, defac*d, and wrapt in waftefiil flames : 
For flame and rapine their confuming march. 



From hill to vale, by daily ruin marked. 
So, borne by winds along, in baleful cloud. 



Embody *d 
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EmbodyM locufts &om the wing defcend 

300 On herb, fruit, flower, and kill the ripening year : 

While, wafte behind, Deftrudtion on their track 

And ghaftly Famine wait. My wife and child 

He drag'd, the ruffian drag*d — O heaven I do I, 

A man, furvive to tell it ? at the hour 

305 Sacred- to reft, amid the fighs and tears 

Of all who faw and curs'd his coward-rage, 

He forc'd unpitying from their midnight-bed, 

By menace, or by torture, from their fears 

My laft retreat to learn ; and ftill detains 

- • 
310 Beneath his roof accurft. That beft of wives I 

Emilia 1 and our only pledge of love. 
My blooming Theodora I — Manhood there, 
And nature bleed — Ah I let not bufy thought 
Search thither, but avoid the fetal coaft : 
315 Difcovery, there, once more my peace of mind 
Might wreck ; once more to defperation fink 

H My 
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My hopes in heaven. He £dd : but O fad Mufe I 

Can all thy moving ena-gy, of power 

To (hake the heart, to freeze th* arrefted blood, 

3ao With words that weep, and Arains that agonize ; 
Can all this mournful magic of thy voice 
Tell what Amyntor feels ? O heaven! art thou — 



What have I heard? — Aurelius 1 art thou He?- 
Confufion 1 horror 1 — that moft wrong'd of men 

325 And O moft wretched too I alas, no iriore. 
No more a father— on that fatal flood, 
Thy Theodora — At thefe words he fell i 
A deadly cold ran n-eezing thro his veins ; 
And life was on the wing her loath*d abode 

330 For ever to fbrfake. As on his way 

The traveller, from heaven by lightning ftruck. 
Is fix*d at once immovable ; his eye 
With terror glaring wild ; his ftiiFening limbs 
In marbly rigor boimd : fo ftood, io look'd 



f 



The 
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335 The heart-fmote parent at this tale of death, 
Half-utter'd, yet too plain* No figh to rife, 
No tear had force to flow ; his fenfes all, 
Thro all their powers fufpended, and fubdu'd 
To chill amazement. Silence for a fpace 

340 (Such difmal fllence faddens earth and iky 
Ere flrfl the thunder breaks] on either flde 
Fiird up this interval feverc. At laft. 
As from fome viflon that to frens^ fires 
The fleeper's brain, Amyntor waking wild, 

345 A ponyard, hid beneath his various robe, 

Drew furious fordi-— Me, me, he cry'd, on me 
Let all thy wipngs be viflted ; and thus 
My horrors end — then would have madly plung*d 
The weapon's hoAile pQint.-— His lifted arm, 
350 AuRELius, the with deep difmay and dread 
And apguifk (hook, yet his fuperior foul 
. CoUe^ng, and refuming aU himfelf, 

H 2 Seized 
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Seiz'd fudden : then peru^g with ftrid eye, 
And beating heart, Amyntor*8 blooming form ; 
355 Nor from his air or feature gathering aught 
To wake remembrance, thus at length befpoke. 



O dire attempt ! Whoe'er thou art, yet ftay 
Thy hand felf-violent ; nor thus to guilt, 
If guilt is thine, accumulating add 

360 A crime that nature (brinks from, and to which 
Heaven has indulged no mercy. Sovereign Judge I 
Shall man firft viokte the law divine, 
That placed him here dependent on thy nod, 
Refign'd, unmurmuring, to await his hour 

365 Of fair difmifHon hence ; (hall man do this. 
Then dare thy prefence, nifh into thy fight. 
Red with the fin, and recent fi-om the ftain, 
Of unrepented blood ? Call home thy fenfe ; 
Know what thou ait,.and own his hand moft jufl, 



Rewarding 
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3 70 Rewarding or afHiding — But £iy on. 

My foul, yet trembling at thy frantic deed, 
Recals thy words, recals their dire import : 
They urge me on ; they bid me aik no more- 
What would I afk ? My Theodora's fate, 

375 Ah me 1 is known too plain. Have I then fin*d. 
Good heaven ! beyond all grace — But fhall I blame 
His rage of grief, and in my felf admit 
Its wild excefs ? Heaven gave her to my wifh ; 
That gift Heaven has refum'd : righteous in both, 

380 For both his providence be cv€f bleft I 



By fhame reprefs^d, with riiing wonder iiird^ 
Amyntor, flow-recovering into tihought, 
SubmifHve on his knee, the good man's hand: 
Grafp'd clofe, and bore with ardor to his lips. . 
385 His eye, where fear, confuflon, reverence fpoke. 
Thro fwelling tears, what language cannot. ):ell, 



Now 
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Now rofe to me<}t,. now flmn'd the Hermit's glance, 
Shot awful at him -, till, the various fwell 
Of pailion ebbing, thus he faltering fpoke : 



390 What haft thou done ? why fav*d a wretch unknown ? 
Whom knowing even thy goodnefs muft abhor* 
Miftaken man 1 the honor of thy name. 
Thy love, truth, db^, all muft be my foes. 
I am*-— AuRBLius, turn that look aftde, 

395 That brow of terror, while this wretch can iay» 
Abhorrent fay, he js-^Forgive me, heaven 1 
Forgive me, virtue 1 if I would renounce 
Whom nature bid» me reverence— 4>y her bond 
RoLANix>s ion : by your more iacred ties, 

400 As to hifr crimes, an ajien tp his blood ; 



For crimes like im- 



RoLAN]Do's fon ? Juft heaven j 



Ha 1 here ? an4|in my power ? A war of thoughts, 



Ail- 



Canto IL rhe H E R M I T. 55 

AH-tcrrible arifing, ihakes my frame 
405 With doubtfill cx)nfli<a. By one ftroke to reach 
The Father^ heart, tho feas are Ipred between, 
Were great revenge I —Away : revenge ? on whom ? 
Alas ! on my own fotil ; by rage betrayM 

. . . .... 

Even to the crime my rc^fon moft condeftitts 
410 In him who ruin*d me. Deep-movM he fpoke ; 
And his own ponyard o'er the proftrate youth 
Sufpended held. But as, the welcome How, 
With arms difplay'd, Amyntor feem'd to court; 
That fight th' impending fteel a moment ftay*d. 

41 5 A moment, wrath and mercy doubtful ftrdVe : 
The next, refle<ftion pity'd and forgave. . 
Now as, in ad to fpeak, his head he rais'd, 
Behold, in fudden confluence gathering round 
The Natives flood j whom kindnefs hither drew, 

420 The Man unknown, with each relieving aid 



Of love and care, as antient rites ordain. 



To 
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To fuccour and to ferve. Before them came 
MoNTANO, venerable fage, whofehead 

425 The hand of Time with twenty winters* fnow 
Had (hower'd ; and to whofe intelledual eye 
Futurity, behind her cloudy veil. 
Stands in fair light difclos'd. Him, after paufe, 
AuRELius drew apart, and in his care 

430 Amyntor plac*d ; to lodge him and lecure ; 
To iave him from himfelf, as one, with grief 
Tempeftuous, and with rage, diftemper'd deep. 
This done, nor waiting for reply, alone 
He fought the vale, and his calm cottage gain'd. 



End of the Second Canto, 
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CANTO III. 



HERE Ki/das fouthern hills their fummit lift 
With triple fork to Heaven, the mounted fun 



Full, from the midmoft, fhot in dazling (hower 

His rays dired. And now, in lowing train, 

5 Were feen flow-pacing weftward o'er the vale ' 
The milky mothers, foot purfuing foot, 

And nodding as they move, their oozy meal. 
The bitter healthful herbage of the (hore, 

I 2 Around 
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Around its rocks to graze : for, (Irange to tell ! 

10 The hour of ebb, tho ever varying found, 
As yon pale planet wheels from day to day 
Her courfe inconftant, their fure inftind feels, 
Intelligent of times, by Heaven's own hand. 
To all it's creatures equal in its care, 

1 5 Unerring mov'd. Theie Signs obierv'd, that guide 

To labour and repofe a fimple race, 
(For art the fubtle flight of time to mark. 
By founding bell, or (hadow fliding round 
The 6gur'<l plaip, or filent-flreaming fands, 
*20 Is here unknown) thefe native figns had warn'd 
To due repafl at noon the temperate Ifle : 



All but AuRfiuus. He, by nature s call 
Solicited in vain, nor hour obferv'd, 



Unhappy- 



Line 9. Hw cows often feed on the a^a mmtta : and they can diftinguUh 
eza£Uy the tide of ebb from the tide of flood ; tho, at the fame time, they are 
not within view of the fhore. When the tide has ebbed about two hours, then 
they fleer their courfe diredUy to the nearefl fhore, in their ufual order, one af- 
ter another. I had occafion to make this obfervation thirteen times in one 
week. Mart'nfs Wtfiem IJles «/* Scotland, p. 156. 
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Unhappy man, nor due repaft partook. 

25 The Child no more I the Mother's fate untold f 
Both in black profped riflng to his eye I 
'Twas anguilh there ; 'twas here diftrading doubt I 
Yet, after long and painful conflid boine, 
Where nature, reafbn, oft the doubtful fcale 

30 Inclined alternate, fummoning each aid 

That virtue lends, and o'er each thought infirm 
Superior ridng, in the might of Him, 
Who ilrength from weaknefs, as from darknefs ligh^ 
Omnipotent can draw ; again refign'd, 

35 Again he facri£c'd, to heaven's high will, 
Each (bothing weaknefs of a parent's breafl ; 
The figh foft memory prompts ; the tender tear. 
That, flreaming o'er an objed lov'd and lofl. 
With mournful magic tortures and delights, 

40 Relieves us, while its fweet opprefllon loads. 
And, by admitting, blunts the fling of woe, 

4 As 
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As Reason thus the mental ftorm feren'd, 

And thro the darknefs Aot her fun-bright ray 

That ftrengthens while it chears ; behold from far 

45 Amyntor flow-approacliing ! On his front, 

O'er each funk feature forrow had diiFus'd 
Attraction, fweetly fad. His noble port, 

Majeflic in diftrefs, Aurelius mark'd j 
And, unrefifting, felt his bofom flow 
50 With focial foftnefs. Strait, before the door 
Of his mofs-fiiver'd cell, they fat them down 
In counterview : and thus the Youth began. 



With patient ear, with calm attention, mark 
Amyntor*s ftory : then, as Juftice fees, 
5 5 On either hand, her equal balance weigh, 
Abfolve him or condemn — But O, may I, 
A father's name, when truth forbids to praife, 



Unblam'd 



• ■» 
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Unblam'd pronounce ? that name to every fon 
By heaven made/acred j and by nature's hand, 

60 With honor, duty, love, her triple pale, 

Fenc'd ftrongly round, to bar the rude approach 
Of each irreverent thought.— .Thefe eyes, alas! 

« 

The cur8*d efFe<Sts of fanguinary zeal 
Too near beheld: it's madnefs how extreme; 
65 How blind it*s fury, by the prompting prieft. 
Each tyrant's ready inftrument of ill. 
Trained on to holy mifchief. Scene abhorr*d I 
Fell cruelty let loofe in mercy's name. 

Intolerance^ while o'er the free-bom mind 
no Her heavieft chains were caft, her iron-fcourge 

Severeft hung, yet daring to that Power 
Appeal, whofe law is meeknefs \ and for deeds 
That outrage heaven, belying heaven's command. 



Flexile 
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Flexile of will, misjudging tho fincere, 
75 Rolando caught the fprcd infedion, plung'd 
Implicite into guilt, and headlong urg*d 
His courfe unjuft to violence and rage. 
Unmanly rage I when nor the charm divine 
Of Beauty, nor the Matron's facred age, 
80 Secure from wrongs, could innocence fecure. 
Found reverence or difHndtion. Yet, fiiftain'd 
By confcious worth within, the matchlefs Pair 
Their threatning f»te, imprifonment and fcorn 
And death denounced, unfhrinking, unfubdu'd 
85 To murmur or complaint, fuperior bore, 

m 

With patient hope, widi fortitude r^fign'd. 
Not built on pride, not courting vain applaufc ; 



• * • 



But calmly conftant, without effort great. 
What reafon didates, and what heaven approves* 



But 



Canto III. "The UEKMIT. 65 



90 But how proceed, AtjRELius ? in what founds 
Of gracious cadence, of afTuafive power. 
My further ftory doathe ? O could I fteal 
From harmony her fofteft-warbled ftrain 
Of melting air 1 or zephire's vernal voice I 

95 Or philomela*s fong, when love difTolvcs 
To liquid blandifhment his evening-lay. 
All nature fmiling round I then might I {peak ; 
Then might Am ynt or, unojSending, tell. 
How unperceiv*d and fecret thro his breafl^ 
ICO As morning rifes o*er the midnight-fhade, 

What firft was ow'd humanity to^iotby 

AfliiHng piety and tender thought. 
Grew Iwift and filent into love for one : 
My fole offence — if love can then offend, 
105 When virtue lights, and reverence guards its flame. 



K 
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O Theodora I who thy world of charms, 
That fowl of fweetnefe, that warmglow of youth, 
Soft in thy eye, and funny on thy cheek, 
Unmov*d could fee ? that di^ty of eaie, 

1 10 That grace of air^ by happi^ nature tlune \ 
For all in thee was native ; from within 
Spontaneous flowing, as fome eq[ual ftream 
Pr<MBi its imfiuling feurce f and thai too, feea 
In milder lights ; by foirow*s fhadiag hand 

115 Tou(^*d into power more exqva^tdj folt, 
Intender*d t^ dillrefii,^ by tears adorn'd ; 
As feen thro tempering dews the beams of mom I 
O fweetnefs without name 1 when Love looks on 
With Pftjs meltii^ ^e, that to the foul 

1 20 Endears, ennobles Hery whom fate afflids^ 
Or fortune leaves unhappy 1 PaJOBon then 
Refines to virtue : then a purer train 



Of 
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of hcavcn-infpir'd emotions, undebas'd 
By felf-regard, or thought of due return, 

125 The breaft expanding, all its powers exalt 
To emulate what reafbn beft ccMiceives 
Of We celeftial ; whofe prevenient aid 
Forbids approadiing ill ; or gracious draws. 
When the lone heart with anguifh inly bleeds, 

130 From pain it8ftfl%, its bitterneis from wbe! 



By this plain xiour^hip of the honeft heart 

To pity ni0(r*d, at kngdi the gentle Maiel 

My pleaded vows, w&thilnteliiAant ear» 
Would oft admit ; would oft endearing crown 

35 With fmiles of kind a^nt, with looks that (poke, 

In blufhjng foftoffs, her diafte bofom touch*d 
To mutual hanre. O fortune's- &ireft hour t 
O (een but not enjoy'd, jufl haird and loft 
JXi< fyxbkmg brightnefs ! Theodora's fbtoit 

K 2 Event 
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140 Event unfearM I had caught Rolando's eye : 
And love (if wild defire, of fiincy born, 
By furious paiHons nursM, that facred name 
Proi^es not} love his (hibborn bread diflblv*d 
To tranfient goodnefs — But my thought ihrinks back, 

145 Reludant to proceed : and filial awe, 

With pious hand, would o*er a parent's crime 
The veil of illence and oblivious night 
Permitted throw. His impious fuit repell'd, 
Aw*d from her eye, and from her lip fevere 
150 Da(h*d with indignant (com ; each harbour*d thought 

« 

Of {oft emotion or of fodal fenfe. 
Love, pity, kindneu, alien to a foul 
That bigot-rage embofbms, fled at once : 
And all the (avage reaflum'd his breaft, 
155 'Tis juft, he cry*d ; who thus invites difdain. 



Deferves repulie : he who, by flave-like arts, 
Would meanly fteal what force may nobler take, 



And, 
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And, greatly daring, dignify the deed. 

When next we meet, our mutual blu(h to (par^ 

1 60 Thine from diflembling, from bale flattery mine, 

Shall be my care. This threat, by brutal {com 

Embitter'd, terrible alike to 6othy 

To one prov*d fatal. Silent-waftiiig griefj' 

The mortal worm that on Emilia's 6ame : 

165 Unfeen had prey *d, now deep thro all her powers 

Its poyfon fpred, and kill'd their vital growth. 

Sickening, (he funk beneath this added we^t 

Of fhame and horror.-— Dare I yet proceed ? 

Au&ELius, O mpft injur'd of mankind \ 
1 70 Shall yet my tale accumulating give 

To woe, new anguifli ? and to grief, defpair- 



She is no more- 



O providence fevere ! 



AuRBLius fmote his breafl:, and groaning cry*d 
175 But curb'd a fecond groan, r«)eird the voice . i 



Of 
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of froward grief ; and to the Will fupreme, 

in juftice awful, lowly bending his, 

Nor figh, nor mnimuc, nor repining plaint, 

By aU the war of natuce tho allail^d, 
1 80 Efcap'd his lips. . What! ihall we from, heaven's grace 
With life receiving happinefs, our (hare 

Of ill refiife ? And are afHidions anght 
But mercies in difguife ? th* alteina^exnipy 
Medicinal tho hitter, and pi£|iar*d 
1 85 By Love's own hand for fakitary ends. 

But were they ills indeed ; can fond complaint 

Arreft the wing ol'ttme ? Can grief camnuuid- 
This noon-day fun to roll his flaming ori» 
Back to yon eafbm coafl, and biing again 
190 The hours of yeflerday ? or from the womb. 
Of that un£aanded.dttp theCkury'd corfe 
To light and life reflore ? 3Ieft pair, farewel I 
Yet, yet a few Ihort days of erringgnef. 



Of 
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of human fondnefs %liing in the breaft, 
195 And fbrrow is no more. Nbw,^ gendie Youth, 
And let me call thee Son (fer O that name 
Thy &ith, thy friendfhipy thy true portion borne 
Of pains for me, too &dly have defcrvM) 
Ott with thy tale. *Tis mine, when heaven afflids, 
200 To hearken and ddore. The patient Man 
Thwfpoke: AMyu^TOK thus his ftory dos'd. 



As, dumb with aoguifh, round the bed of death 
We kneeling wept, her clofing eyes to mine 
Feebly fhe raised ; then fixing in cold gaze, 

205 On Theodora's face-~0 lave my child I 

She faid : and, {hrinking from her pillow, ilept 
Without a groan, a pang. In hallow'd earth 
I iaw her ihroudedr; bid eternal peace 
Her {hade receive, and with the trueft tears 

210 Her duft. bedew*d, that ever duty paid» 



What 
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What then remained for honor or for love ? 
What, but to fly Rolando*s fatal roof ? 
That fcene of violcnice, with guilt profan'd, 



And terrible with death.' Late at the hour, 

« 

215 The dufk dead hour, when o^er this nether orb 
Deep deep and filence reign, the waining moon 
Afcending mourniiil in the midnight fphere ; 

On that fad (pot, within whofe cavern*d womb 
Emilia ileeps, and by the turf that veils 
220 Her honor'd clay, alone and kneding there, 
I found my Theodora 1 Thrill'd with awe, 
With holy horror {hook, which both the place 

m 

And time infiisM refiftlefs, I too bent 
My trembling knee ; and lock'd in her's my hand 
225 Acrofs her parent's grave. By this dread fcene I 
By night's pale regent I by yon glorious train 
Of ever-moving fires that round her bum 1 



By 
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By death*s dark empire I by the fheeted dud, 
That once was man, now mouldering here below ! 
230 But chief by iersy at whole no<EhirnaI grave, ? 
Reverent we kneel ! and by her nobler part, 
Th' unbody*d fpirit hovering near, perhaps. 
As witnefs to our vows I nor time, nor chance, 

Nor aught but death*s inevitable hand, 
235 Shall e'er divide our loves. — ^I led her thence : 
But oh ! in evil hour, with heaven averfe ; 
For fudden round in rolling fogs arofe 
A deep-d/d gloom, extinguiOiing the moon 

With broad edipfe ; while, glimmering on our left, 
340 Its dreamy blaze the fearful nigbt-jire wav'd : 
And to our eyes, as dazling fancy deeih'd. 
Pale in the church-yard path a fhadowy fhape. 
That fwept athwart, difclos'd. With all thefe figns 



Of unconfenting fate, our ready bark 
345 Was launched— -rBut, O my Father 1 can I 

I. 



fpeak 



What 
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What yet remains ? yon ocean black with ftorm ! 
Its ufeleis fails rent from the groaning pine I 
The fpeechk^ crew aghafl 1 and that lofl i'iZ/V / 
Still, fliU I {ee her I fed her heart pant thick I 

250 And hear her voice, in ardeiit vows to heaven 
For me alone preferM ; as on my arm, 
Expiring, finking with her fears fhe hung ! 
I kifs'4 her pale c0l4 chedfc i with tears adjur'd, 
And won at laft, with fums of profer'd gold, 

255 The boldefl marinert, diis proticMS <iiaiige 

Inflaat to fave \ and, in the fkiff fecur*d. 
Their oars acro& the foamy flood to ply 
With unremitting arm. 1 then prepared 
To follow her-— That moment, fi:om the dedc, 
260 A fea fweird o*er and plung'd me in the gulph. 
Nor me alone : its broad and billowing fweep 
Mufl have involved her too. Myflerious heaven I 
My fatal love on her devoted head 

4 Drev^r 
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Drew down — O (tSLtM. thought I the judgment due 
265 To me and mine : or waa Amyntor hcv'd 
For its whole quiver of Kmaining wrath ? 
l?Qt ftorms mott! fierce? for pains of fharper (ting P 
And years of death to come ?— Nor fairer mee, 
Nor flowing t^^ his high-wrought grid* fupplj^d : 
270 With arms out^)red, with eyes in hopele^ gasse 
To heaven-ujdifted, motionlds and mute 
He flood, ihe mournful fembkncc; of def|»ir. 



t 



The lamp of diy, tho from mid>nOon declin'd, 
Still flaming with full ardor, (hot on earth 
275 OpprefEve Drightncifs round ; till in foft fteam, 
From ocean's bofom, his light vapours drawn, 
With grateftil intervention o*ef the (ky 
Their veil difRifive fpried ; the Tcene aSroad 
Soft-fhadoWing, vale and plain and dazltng hill. 
280 AuRELius, with his gueft, the" WeftemclifF* 

L 2 'Aicending 
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Afcending flow, beneath it's cavem'd roof, 
From whence in double ftream a lucid fource 
Rowl'd founding forth, and where with dewy wing 

Fre(h breezes play*d, fought refuge and repofe, 
285 Till cooler hours arife. The fubjed-.^*?; 
Her village-capital, where health and peace 
Are tutelary gods ; her finall domain 
Of arable and pafture, vein'd with ilreams 
That branching bear refrefhfU moifbre on 
390 To field and mead ; her fbraw-roof *d temple rude^ 
Where piety, not pride, adoring kneels. 
Lay full in view. * Froni fcene to fcene around 
AuRELius gaz*d ^ and fighing thus began« 



Kot we alone ; alas I in every clime, 
295 The human race are fbns of forrow bom. 
Heirs of tranfmitted labour and difeafe,^ ^ 
Of pain and grief, from £re to- ion deriv' d, 
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All have their mournful portion ; all muft bear 
Th' imposed condition of their mortal ftate^ 
300 Viciflitude of fufiering. Caft thine eye " 

Where yonder vale, Amyntor, doping fpreads 

Full to the noon-tide beam its primro&-lap, 
From hence due eaft. Amyntor looked and law. 
Not without wonder at a fight fb ftrange, 
305 Whete /i&riVtf /i5re5Fi?«w/«, earneft each and arm*d 

With rural inftruments, the ibil prepared . 
For future harveft. Itiefe die trenchant ipade,: i 
To turn the mcdd and breal^ th* adhcfive'dnds^' ' 
Employed affiduous. Tbofe^ with equal pacc^ 
31a And arm alternate^ ftrcwM it*s frefh Ikp wl^ite it 

With fruitfvd Ceres : while, in train behind, ■ 



L * -.• 



n)ree more th' incumbent halrrow heavy on. :• 



:.' .:l 



O'erlabour'd drew, and clos*4 the toilfofaie taikk .'': 
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Bcl^f^d I AunELiiw thus h» fpccch renc^^d; 
315 From that {b£b {ex, too delicately framed 

For toils Hke thefe^ the tsHc of rougher man, 
What yet laccefllty demands fcvere. 
Twelve (at» havepurplod thcfc cncircKng hills 
With orient beams, as mkny nights afong 
3 20t,Tlieii>dewy fiimmits-dtawn t^* sclternate vdt 

Of darlulcfi, fince,- in .uhpropitious hour, 
The'Hus*vi«i»Df thoie widow' ^-Mates who ntiw 
FoFilbtihmiift laBdilir-, kunc&'d', in queft of fobd, 
Their ^i»/^^ adventurous on the deep. 

• - , - - * 

325 Theiri,* whole fe- fweeping net (echre they phmg'd' 
The finny race to mare, whofe fcjodfti fhoals 
Each creek and bay innin^eraib^te croud. 
As annual' on from fhoreP to (hore diey more 
In watry caravan ; them, thus intent, 

330 Dark from the fouth a guft of furious wing, 

^ , . : Upfpringing 
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Upfpringing, drove to iea : and left in tears 
This little world of brothers and of friends \ 
But when, at evening-hour, disjointed {danks, 
Borne oa the (uigihg tide, and broken oars, 

335 The Wreck, before luriatm'd, to l^it irevcal'd 
With fetal certainty; one general groan. 
To heaven afcending, fpoke die general breaft 
With fharpeft anguifh pietc'd. Their ceafelefs plaint, 
Thro thefe hoarfe rocks, on this refbunding fhore, 

340 At mom was heard j at midnighttoo were fcen, 
Difconfolate on each chill mouA tain's height^ 
The mourners (pred, exploring land and iea 
With eager gaze — till from yon lefer IJle, 

Yon round of mofs-clad hills, Borer a nam'd— ' 
345 Full north, behold! beyond the foaring lark. 
Its dizzy cH^s afpire, hung round 'and white 
With curling mifts — at laft from yon wild hills. 



Inflaming the brown air with fudden blaze. 



AaA 



8o Amyntor »»^ Theodora: cr, 

And ruddy undulation^ thrice three fires, 
350 Like meteors waving in a moonlefs iky, 
Our eyes, yet unbelieving faw diftjnd ; 
Succeilive kindled, and from night to night 
Renew'd continuous. Joy, with wild excels, 
Took her gay turn to reign ; and nature now 
355 From rapture wept: yet ever and anon 

By fad conjecture dampM, and anxious thought 
How from yon rocky prifon to releafe 

Whom the deep fea inunures (their only boat 
Deftroy*d) and wj^om th* inevitable fi^e 
360 Of hunger mud aflault. But hope fuftains 

The human heart : and now their faithful wives. 
With love-taught fldll and vigor not their own. 
On yonder field th' autunmal year prepare. 



Amyntor 



Line 363. The author who relates this ftory, adds, that the produce of grain 
ftat feafon was 'the moft plentiful they had feen for many years befoit. Vide 
2lSdrtin*s defer ipt. of the Wefitrn ^Us ^Scotland, p. 286. 
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Amyntor, who the tale diftrefiful heard 

365 With fy mpathizing foFrow, on bimfelf, 
On his fe7erer fate, now pondering deep, 
Rapt by fad thought the hiH unheeding left; 
And reachM, with fwerving ftcp, the diflant (band, 
Tliat hoarfe-remurmurs to the riiing forge. 

370 Above, aroand, iii cloudy circles wheePd^ 

Or (kiling le\rel oa the polar gale 

That cool with evening ro(e, a thou&nd wings, 
The fummer-nations of dieie ju'^nant clifBi, 

Pla7*d ^rtive round, and tb die fun oiitfpred 

37 e Their various plumage; or in vrild notes hail'd 

His parent-beam, that animates and chears 

All living kinds. He, glorious from amidft 

A pomp of golden clouds, th* Atlantic flood 

Beheld oblique, and o*er its azure bread 

380 Wav'd one unbounded blufh : a fcea^ to ftrike 

M Both 
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Both ear and eye with wonder and delight I 
But, loft to outward fenfe, Amynto^i pafs*d 
Regardlefs on, thro other walks conveyed 
Of baleful profped ; which pale Taney rais'd 

385 Inceflant to her felf, and fabled o'er 

■ With darkeft night, meet region for defpair ! 
Till northward, where the rock it's fea-wafh'd bafe 
Proje<Sb athwart and (huts the bounded icene. 
Rounding it's point, he rais'd his eyes and faw, 

390 At diftaiice law, defcending on the (bore 

Forth from their anchored boat, of men unknown 

A double band, whft by their geftures ftrange 
There fix'd him wondering: for at once they knelt 

With hands upheld ; at once, to heaven, as feemM, 
395 One general hymn pour'd forth of vocal praife. 
Then, flowly rifing, forward mov'd their fteps : 
Slow as they mov'd, behold I amid the train. 



On either fide fupported, onward came 



Pale 
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Pale and of piteous look, a penfive Maid ; 
400 As one by wafting ficknefs.fbre aflail'd, 

Or plung*d in grief profound — Oh all ye powers I 
Amyntor ftartling cry'd, and fhot his foul 
In rapid glance before him on her face. 
Illufion I no — it cannot be. My blood 

405 Runs cold : my feet are rooted here — and fee I 

To mock my hopes, it wears her gracious form. 

The Spirits who this ocean wafte and wild 
Still hover o'er, or walk it's ifles unfeen, 
Prefenting oft in pidur'd vifion^ ftrangp 
4T0 The dead or abfent, have yon fhape adom'd, 
. So like my love, of unfubftantial air, 

Embody'd, featur'd it with all her charms 
And lo 1 behold ) it's eyes are £x'd on mine 
With gaze tranfjwrted — Ha I ihe feints, (he falls-— 
41 5 He ran, he flew : his claiming arms received 
Her finking weight — O earth, and air, and feal 

M 2 'Tis 
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'Tis flic 1 *tis Theodora 1 Power divine, 

Whofe goodnefs knows no bound, thy hand is here, 

Omnipotent in mercy I As he ipoke, 

420 Adown his cheek, thro (hivering joy and doubt, 
The tear, ^ft-falling, ftream'd. My love ! my Jife ! 
Soul of my wi(h^ i fav'd beyond all faith I 
Return to life and me. O fly, my friends. 
Fly, and from yon tranilucent ^ntain bring 

425 The living (bream. Thou dearer to my foul 
Than all the fumk& wcialdi this fea entomHs»' - 

My THEOOtOiJiy yt^ awdke ; 'tis I, 
*Tis poor Am YN TOR calls thee ! At that name, '"- 
That potent name, her fj^nt from the verge - 
430 Of death recall'd, (he trembling rais*d her eyes ; 



TremUing, his neck with eager graip «ntwin*d. 
And murrniu^ out his name : then liink agsun ; 
Then fwoon'd upon, his bolbm, thro exoeis - 
Of blifs unhop'd^ too; mi^ity fos. Kef [^nme^ - 



The 
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43 5 The rofe-bud thus, that to the beam ktcke 
Of morning glad unfcJds her tender charms, 
Shrinks 4i»d expires beneath the noon-day blaze. 



He, in this dr^d fufpenfe, while bufy round 



The flream with cool sSjpafvm on her &ce 
440 Thefe men officious caft, beheld amaz'd, 
In them beheld, dilbuding even \nt eyes. 
His friends 1 the very band I th* adventurous few, 
Who {^ac*d her in the ikiff I whofc daring fkill 
Had favtl' her fit«n the deep ! — As o*er her cheek, 
445 Rekindling life, like mom,* its light diffus'd 
In dawning piurplc ; from their Kps he learn'd. 
How to yon IJkj yon round of mofi-clad hills, 
Borera nam'd, before the tcn^)cft borne, 
Thefe Jfiandersy thrice threes then jnifimM Chei^ 
450 (So heaven ordain'd) with utmoft peril run. 



With toil invincible, from fhelve and rock 



Their 
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Their boat preferv'd) and to this happy coaft ' 
It's prow direded fafe — He heard no more : 

The reft already known, his every fenle, 
455 His full-coUeded foul, on her alone 

Was fix'd, was hung enraptur'd, while thefe founds, 
This voice, as of an angel, pierc*d his ear. 



Amyntor I O my life*s recover'd hope I 
My foul's defpair and rapture 1 — can this be ? 

460 Am I on earth ? and do thefe arms indeed 
Thy real form enfold ? Thou dreadful deep I 
Ye fhores unknown I ye wild impending hills ! 
Dare I yet trufl my fcnfc ? — O yes, 'tis he ! 
'Tis he himfelf I My eyes, my bounding heart 

465 Confefs their living lord ! What fhall I fay ? 
. How vent the boimdlefs tranfport that expands 
My labouring thougnt ? th* unutterable blifs, 
Toy, wonder, gratitude, that pain to death 



The 
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The breaft they charm — Amyntor, O fupport 
470 This fwimming brain : I would not now be torn 

Again from life and thee ; nor caufe thy heart 

A fecond pang. At this, dilated high 

The fwell of joy, moft fatal where it's force 

Is felt moft exquifite, a timely vent 
475 Now found, and broke in tender dews away 

Of heart-relieving tears. As o'er it's charge, 

With Iheltering wing, folicitoufly good. 
The guardian-Genius hovers : fo the Youth, 

On her lov'd face, affiduous and alarm'd, 

480 In filent fondnefs dwelt ; while all his foul> 
With trembling tendernefs of hope and fear 

Pleafingly pain'd, was all employ 'd for her ; 
The rous'd emotions warring in her breaft, 
Attempering, to compofe, and gradual fit 
48 5 For further joy her foft impreffive frame. 
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490 O hapj^ ! tho as yet thou know'ft not half 

The bhfs that waits thee ! but, thou gentleft mind, 

Whofe figh is pity, and whofe fmile is love. 
For all who joy or fbrrow, amr thy breaft 
With that beft temperance, which from fond excefs, 
495 When rapture lifts to dangerous height it*s powers, 
Refledive guards. Know then — and let calm thought 
On wonder wait — fafe refug'd in this IJIe^ 
Thy god-like father lives I and lo — but curb, 

Reprefs the tranfport that o'erheaves thy heart ; 

500 'Tis he — look yonder — he, whofe reverend fteps 
The mountain's fide defcend I—Abrupt from his 
Her hand fhe drew ; and, as on wings upborne. 
Shot o'er the Ipace between. He faw, he knew, 
Aftonifh'd knew> before him, on her knee, 

505 His Theodora ! To his arms he rais'd 

The loft lov'd fair, and in his bofom prefs'd. 

My 
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My fether !---0 my' child; I^-^-at oiice they cnji'd : 
Nor more. The reft ecftadc (ileace fppke, 
And nature from her inraoft feat of fenfe' 
510 Beyond all utterance mov'd. On this bleft fcenc 
Where emulous in either bolbm ftrpve 
Adoring gratitude, earth, ocean, air. 



IX 



Around with Ibftening afped; feem'd to fmiie ; 
And heaven, approving, look'd dielighted down 



515 Nor theirs alone this blifsftd hour : the Joy, 
With inftant flow, from fliore to- (hore along 

• * 

DifFufive ran : and all th' exulting Ifle 

About the new-arrivd, to hope long loft, 
By miracle regained, was pour'd abroad. 

520 In each plain bofom love and nature wept : 
• While each a .fire, a hufband^ or a friend. 
Embracing held and kifs'd, * . 

Now, while the fong, 

N The 
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The choral hymn, in wildly-cadenc*d notes, 
525 What nature diAates when the full heart prompts, 
Bed harmony, their grateful fouls ediis'd 
Aloud to heaven ; Montano, reverend Seer, 
Whofe eye prophetic far thro time's abyfs 
Could (hoot it*s beam, and there the births of fate, 
530 Yet immature and in their caufes hid, 
lUumin'd fee, a ^ce abftraded Aood : 
His frame with fhivery horror {hook, his eyes 
From outward vifion held, and all the man 
Entranc'd in wonder at the ridng fcene, 
535 On fluid air, as in a mirror, feen. 



And glowing radiant to his mental fight. 



They fly ! he cry'd, they melt in air away. 
The clouds that long fair Albion % heaven o*ercaft I 
With tempcfl delcg'd, or with flame devour*d 
540 Her droopii^ plains : while dawning rofy rodnd 
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A purer morning lights up all her fkies ! 
He comes, behold 1 the great deliverer comes 1 
Immortal William, borne triumphant on, 
From yonder orient, o'er propitious feas, 
545 White with the fails of his unnumbered fleet, 
A floating foreft, fl:retch'd from fliore to Qjore I 
See ! with fj^red wing Britanias Genius flys. 
Before his prow ; commands the fpeeding gales 
To waft him on ; and, o'er the Hero's head, 

5 50 Inwrcath'd with olive bears the lawrel-crown, 
Bleft emblem, peace with liberty reftor'd I 

And hark ! from either ftrand, with nations hid, 
To welcome in true freedom's day renew'd 
What thunders of acclaim ! Aurelius, man 
555 By heaven belov'd, thou too that facred fun 

Shalt live to hail ; flialt warm thee in his fliine I 
I fee thee on the flowery lap diflus*d 



Of thy lov'd vale, amid a fmiling race 



From 
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From this 6/efi Pair to Ipring ; whom equal faith, 
560 And equal fondneis, in Toft league (ball hold 
From youth to reverend age ; the calmer hours 
Of thy laft day to fwecten and adorn : 
Thro life thy comfort, and in death thy crown I 



r." • 



THE E M D. 



n 






